Caving, climbing and Chiroptera
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Concerns around
Abstract caving and climbing Tools to reduce iImpact

*Bats make up a large, under-recognized component of BC's mammalian biodiversity. Many of our 15 DI S ea.S e tran S m I S S I O n DeC O n tam I n a.tl O n Tl m | n g Wl n d OWS

species use rock crevices and/or caves at some point in the year. However, both summer and winter

roosts (hibernacula) are dispersed across landscapes and are largely undocumented. ® Fu ngal Spores (Pd : reSpOnS| ble for Wh |te_ O Always deCO ntam | nate When between cave ° B M PS prOV|de recom mended tl mi ng for

*Bats in BC face many threats, from disease to habitat loss to direct persecution, and outdoor . . . . .

recreation activities can inadvertently impact local bat populations. The two key pathways for impact nOSG Synd rOmE) Can be eaS| Iy transported On Or m | ne SlteS aCtlvrtleS tO red uce |m paCtS

are 1. Disturbance and displacement or even possible roost destruction (from route
development/cleaning) during hibernation and the maternity period, the most critical times of the CIOth esS and gear
year, and/or 2. Human transport of fungal spores, primarily Pseudogymnoascus destructans (Pd). Pd
is the fungus responsible for white-nose syndrome, a fatal bat disease spreading across North : CE L ek A
America. CWHC 2017. Canadian National white-nose syndrome BC GOV. 2016. Bat BMPS Ch.3 — Caving, rock Bl
*To reduce impacts of recreation on bats in BC, there are provincial best management practices for . . .. . prOtOCOI for enterlng bat hibernacula C“mblng1 geocaChlng and other activities around cave

caving and climbing, outreach efforts such as the BatCaver program run by Wildlife Conservation DI St ur b ance d urin g sensil t Ve p erio d S and crevice habitat

Society Canada, and established decontamination protocols to reduce the risk of spreading Pd. Gy 5 T L

*Lessons learned from our work to-date is that reduction of impacts relies on relationship-building ® E nte rl N g caves | N WI nter causes batS tO Wake

and education to encourage voluntary stewardship. There is a need to continue and expand

outreach to raise awareness of bats within the recreation community, including how to reduce and use Val Uab|e fat reSGI’VES, deCreaSI ng the Jan | Feb | Mar Apr May | Jun | Jul Aug | sep Oct | Nov | Dec
impacts, where to get more information, and how to report bat observations to contribute to « . .
conservation efforts. BC can learn from organizations such as the Colorado-based Climbers for Bat Chan ces Of SUrvivi ﬂg Wi ﬂter aﬂd eal'|y Spl’l ng

Conservation, which aims to make recreationists into bat ambassadors and allies.
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Direct harm

 Bats roost out of site and can be injured or Education and voluntary stewardship
killed when rocks are moved or removed .
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. BC is the Canadian hotbed of bat diversity - Ambassadors and engage them in Lessons learned
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. . Climbers for Bat Conservation T work to reduce impacts to wildlife and ecosystems?
. » Cleaning routes or altering cave passage may https://climbersforbats.colostate.edu/
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HOW CLIMBERS CAN HELP

Since climbers spend time in bat habitat (rock walls and cracks), they are an invaluable resource to researchers

* For bats, reduction of Iimpacts requires
the goodwill and voluntary stewardship
of recreationists.

Key threats
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1. White-nose syndrome: an invasive fungal
disease deadly to bats

| » Education and partnerships are key to
2. Habitat loss: forestry, urban and rural

create a widespread attitude shift and

e ite-nose syndrome can be unintentionally spread by climbers if gear
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3. Wind development
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