Meeting Summary

COLUMBIA CMI Annual Researchers’ Meeting
MOUNTAINS & Annual General Meeting
INSTITUTE May 2, 2014

of Applied Ecology United Church Hall, Revelstoke BC

Every year CMI members get together to provide updates on their projects, catch up on
everyone’s news, hear what's happening in the different parts of our region, and have a
few field trips. It's an informal atmosphere and non-CMI members are always welcome.
The meeting included our Annual General Meeting for 2013.

This year forty-five people gathered at Revelstoke’s United Church hall. We heard eight
talks, viewed six posters and displays, and chose from three field trip options.
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Oral presentations

1. 5 or 6 easy steps to recover endangered Mountain Caribou

Dr. Robert Serrouya, Columbia Mountains Caribou Research Project and Alberta
Biodiversity Monitoring Institute, Director of the Caribou Monitoring Unit
serrouya@ualberta.ca

Apparent competition describes an indirect
interaction where less fecund prey can be
driven to extinction by the abundance of a
novel prey that supports a generalist
predator. This process is increasingly
recognized as a major driver of extinction. We
tested the hypothesis that reducing novel
prey (moose; alces alces), would reduce the
predator’s (wolves; Canis lupus) abundance
and recover the endangered prey (caribou;
Rangifer tarandus). This manipulation is
among the first attempts to apply such a treatment over a broad scale (>6000km2), and
benefited from having a reference area where no treatment was applied. Reducing
moose reduced wolf abundance, but remaining wolves changed their foraging
behaviour by consuming more deer and beaver. Dispersal was the main mechanism
that accounted for the wolf numerical decline. Three small (<50) caribou subpopulations
continued to decline, regardless of whether they were in the treatment or reference
area. However, the largest caribou populations in the treatment area stabilized or
increased, but declined in the reference area. By combining theoretical predictions with
empirical manipulations we conclude that reducing novel prey and predators
concurrently is a prudent approach to recover caribou. Few broad-scale manipulations
exist to recover endangered species, but are needed to evaluate recovery options.

PHOTO: Robert Serrouya

References for more information

Serrouya, R. 2013. An adaptive approach to endangered species recovery based on a
management experiment: reducing moose to reduce apparent competition with
woodland caribou, PhD Thesis, University of Alberta, Edmonton.
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Serrouya, R., B. N. McLellan, S. Boutin, D. R. Seip, and S. E. Nielsen. 2011.
Developing a population target for an overabundant ungulate for ecosystem restoration.
Journal of Applied Ecology 48:935-942.

Serrouya, R., D. Paetkau, B. N. McLellan, S. Boutin, M. Campbell, and D. A. Jenkins.
2012. Population size and major valleys explain microsatellite variation better than
taxonomic units for caribou in western Canada. Molecular Ecology 21:2588-2601

Biographical notes

Rob Serrouya has worked as a large mammal ecologist in mountainous areas of
southern British Columbia and Alberta for 15 years. He specializes on broad-scale
interactions, especially how forest management affects areas that typically did not have
much young forest. How this shift in vegetation, from old forests to shrubs, affects the
abundance and interactions between ungulates and carnivores is one of his main
research interests. He currently works on the endangered mountain ecotype of
woodland caribou, and focuses on how the changing dynamics of other ungulates
(moose and deer) and carnivores (bears, wolves, and cougars) affects the survival of
mountain caribou. Using adaptive management has always been one of his main
interests and as such he is monitoring how a broad-scale reduction of moose affects the
dynamics of wolves and caribou. He currently lives in Revelstoke and was pleased to
present at this AGM because it brought back memories of presenting at the first CMI
symposiums on Roads and Rails in the mid 1990s!
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2. Revelstoke Rearing in the Wild: Maternity Pen Project

Kevin Bolleger, Revelstoke Caribou Rearing on the Wild Project
kevin@rcfc.bc.ca

* Mountain Caribou in the Revelstoke area have

o drastically declined over the last few decades.
Current threats include; habitat loss, small
population effects, altered predator prey dynamics,
neonate mortality and direct and indirect
disturbance. A number of these issues have been
addressed in the Revelstoke area, making this a
perfect area to test a maternity pen pilot project.

PHOTO: Revelstoke Rearing in the Wild

The Revelstoke Caribou Rearing in the Wild
(RCRW) Society is a community based partnership, consisting of a cross representation
of local individuals and organizations including First Nations, committed to the recovery
of Mountain Caribou. The goal and sole focus of RCRW is to fundraise, plan and
conduct captive rearing of southern mountain caribou to increase calf survival in the
Columbia Mountains. On March 24th the project went from a plan to reality!

This talk will cover the buildup of the project through the planning phase and give
highlights of issues encountered. It will provide an update to the current progress and
what is planned for the future.

Biographical notes

Kevin moved to Revelstoke in 1997, after completing his BSc at the University of
Victoria in Biology and Environmental Studies. He became interested in forestry in the
area and completed his forestry requirements to become a Registered Professional
Forester with the Association of BC Forest Professionals in 2002. Kevin has worked as
a forestry engineer, while doing various biology jobs for the Columbia Basin Fish and
Wildlife Compensation Program, and Parks Canada. Kevin now works with the
Revelstoke Community Forest Corporation, where he is the Operations Forester. Kevin
is a member of the “Revelstoke Caribou Rearing in the Wild” project.
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3. Highlights of monitoring alpine birds and wolverine in Mount
Revelstoke and Glacier National Parks

Lisa Larson, Mount Revelstoke and Glacier National Parks
lisa.larson@pc.gc.ca

Parks Canada has embraced the challenge of
monitoring how species and ecosystems change
over time. In Mount Revelstoke and Glacier
National Parks, we monitor the distribution of
terrestrial and aquatic wildlife and the condition of
ecosystems to understand how ecosystems
change, to identify knowledge gaps, and to assess
the effectiveness of our management actions.

PHOTO: Lisa Larson, Parks Canada

Two current projects we are working on are
monitoring the diversity and abundance of terrestrial songbirds in alpine environments
and determining the distribution of wolverine from Revelstoke to Quartz Creek, east of
Glacier National Park. In the spring and early summer of 2013 we completed our first
effort to record alpine birds on Mount Revelstoke, Mount Fidelity, and the Bald Hills.
Alpine specialist songbirds detected include American Pipit, Horned Lark, and Golden-
crowned Sparrow. During the winters of 2011, 2012, and 2014 we conducted a
wolverine occupancy study at 6, 6, and 11 sites per year respectively. Wolverine hair
snag stations were set up on either side of the Trans-Canada Highway targeting major
stream drainages. Preliminary results indicate wolverine presence at 17 of 23 sample
sites.

PHOTO: Lisa Larson, Parks Canada
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Biographical notes

Lisa has worked in Resource Conservation with MRGNP since 2009. Her Masters
illuminated the presence and abundance of Coeur d’Alene Salamanders in Mount
Revelstoke National Park, a species of special concern in Canada. Lisa leads the
ecological monitoring field work on amphibians, songbirds, stream benthic
invertebrates, fish, and most recently, wolverine.
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4. What impacts do reservoir operations have on riparian songbirds
when their nesting habitat becomes flooded?

Harry Van Oort, Cooper Beauchesne and Associates Ltd.
hvanoort@cooperbeauchesen.com

Co-contributors of work presented: David Green (Centre for Wildlife Ecology,
Department of Biological Sciences, Simon Fraser University); Matthew Hepp (Centre for
Wildlife Ecology, Department of Biological Sciences, Simon Fraser University); John
Cooper (Cooper Beauchesne and Associates Ltd.)

Recently there's been considerable study of reservoir

. ecology in the Columbia Mountains. Reservoir drawdown
4 zones provide breeding habitat for a diversity of birds, but
M can also function as ecological traps. Riparian habitats are
increasingly degraded by humans, not least by reservoir
impoundments. While riparian habitat should be promoted
in most settings to conserve biodiversity, it is unclear how
riparian habitat in drawdown zones should be managed
due to a lack of knowledge regarding the impacts of
reservoir operations on nesting birds. We examined the
spatial and temporal nesting behaviour, and nesting
success of two common riparian songbirds in the Arrow

Lakes Reservoir, British Columbia: Willow Flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii) and Yellow Warbler (Setophaga
petechia). These species nested over a similar range of elevation bands in the
drawdown zone, but had different nesting behaviour and, consequently, different
exposure to nest flooding. While nest submersion presents an increased risk of failure
when habitats become flooded, it is also possible that benefits may arise, for example, if
nest predation decreases when nests are positioned over water. We present preliminary
results examining how daily nest survivorship is impacted when habitats become
flooded. This approach assesses the net impact exerted by reservoir operations, rather
than just focussing on rates of nest flooding. Results from type of analysis can inform
decisions regarding habitat management in reservoir drawdown zones.

PHOTO: Harry Van Oort

Biographical notes

Harry lives in Revelstoke and works as a wildlife biologist throughout the Columbia
Mountains. Prior to 2009, Harry became intimately familiar with the “Big Bend” country
north of Revelstoke, while working on the caribou project initiated by Dr. Bruce
McLellan, one of the founding members of CMI. To the south one of his favourite
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projects has been attempting to mitigate reservoir impacts on loons at the Whatshan
Reservoir. Currently Harry is employed by Cooper Beauchesne and Associates Ltd. and
is immersed in other reservoir related research regarding the productivity of the avian
community and habitat utilization of migratory waterfowl and shorebirds in the Kinbasket
and Arrow Lakes Reservoirs. When not working, Harry likes to spend time with his
family and friends in the mountains
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5. Proximate and ultimate causes of elevational variation in life
histories of songbirds

Jennifer Greenwood, Forest Conservation Sciences, University of British Columbia
[.areenwood@alumni.ubc.ca

Project supervisor: Kathy Martin, Department of Forest and Conservation Sciences,
University of British Columbia

For a given stage of life, individuals of the same or similar species that inhabit high
elevation habitats experience substantially different environmental and ecological
constraints than those at lower elevations. Given these differences, the strategies birds
use to maximize fitness should also vary with elevation. The general trend is that birds
living at higher elevations employ strategies that affect a shift to a “slower” life history,
for example, via reduced annual fecundity but higher adult survival; however, the details
of these strategies are not consistent or well understood and there is presently little
understanding of the proximate and ultimate causes of elevational variation in life
histories of birds. At high elevations, birds have a shorter duration of time in which to
produce young, and colder and more variable ambient temperatures in which to grow
young. These conditions limit productivity and offspring survival so all else being equal,
adults breeding at higher elevations should prioritize their own survival, and hence the
chance of multiple reproductive events over multiple years, over any given current
reproductive attempt. | will describe proposed and ongoing research that | am
conducting near Revelstoke, designed to test this idea. Using dark-eyed juncos as a
model system, | use comparative and experimental methods to test hypotheses about
elevational differences in life history trade-offs and constraints, while controlling for both
latitude and phylogeny. This will be the first study to do so experimentally, and the first
in the Columbia region, where a deep snow pack produces substantial temporal
constraints on breeding.

Biographical notes

Jennifer has worked as a field biologist with non-profit, government, and academic
institutions, as well as in consulting. With some experience in marine fisheries, the
majority of her work involves avian ecology. She has worked in marine systems, and in
tropical, temperate, and boreal forests and is now happy to be working at both high and
low elevations in the North Columbia. Her master’s research examined ecological
correlates of nest site selection, and correlates of deuterium enrichment in feathers of
American kestrels in northern Saskatchewan. She began her PhD at UBC in January of
2013.
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6. Goals, objectives and targets: Learning how to plan a successful
restoration program

Carrie Nadeau, Summit Environmental Consultants Inc.
ch@summit-environmental.com

A successful project starts with the clear definition of goals, objectives and targets.
More often than not, restoration program goals are not clearly stated or are unattainable
and unrealistic; objectives to support program goals are not defined properly and do not
support the goal; and targets to achieve these objectives are not feasible. A common
occurrence is a lack of clarity when defining these parameters, which are necessary to
measure and achieve restoration success. Unclear or unattainable goals usually lead to
an unsuccessful program (as we all have experienced!). This presentation will outline
successful restoration planning by explaining how to clearly define goals, objectives,
targets, and indicators using the “SMART” Tool.

Carrie Nadeau will base her talk on a University of Victoria course - Restoration Ecology
(taught by Emily Gonzales, UVic - NP503), with supporting references from the SER
Ecological Primer, and Restoration Ecology (Aronson and Van Andel 2012).

Example projects will take us through a step by step process of how to use the SMART
Tool to set up appropriate measures for a successful restoration program. This simple
yet effective way of analyzing these components helps us plan a restoration program
from the beginning that will be realistic and attainable!

PHOTOS: Carrie Nadeau
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Biographical notes

Carrie Nadeau, R.P.Bio., NSNP Cert. is a biologist with ten years’ experience in
environmental consulting. Her background includes baseline terrestrial assessments,

environmental impact assessments, plant ecology, terrestrial and predictive ecosystem

classification, wetland and terrestrial restoration, rare and endangered species habitat
restoration, fish and fish habitat inventories and assessments and environmental
monitoring. Carrie has provided technical expertise on various aspects of vegetation
survey design, inventory methods, and data analysis, and as a result she has an
understanding of ecological function in relation to landscape resource use, and an
understanding of the restoration of ecological function. For the last three years Carrie
has focused on baseline and environmental assessment studies for large coal mines,
and reclamation planning for a proposed mine in Northern BC.
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7. Threatened Bobolinks in the Middle Shuswap

Ryan Gill, Cooper Beauchesne and Associates Ltd.
rgill@cooperbeauchesne.com

The Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorous) is an area-sensitive obligate grassland-breeding
songbird that is declining throughout its range, and designated as ‘'Threatened' by
COSEWIC. Small and scattered populations occur in British Columbia where they are
almost completely restricted to agricultural areas due to the scarcity of suitable native
grassland habitat. These populations are threatened by the impact of agricultural
practices during the breeding season as their nests are exposed to a high rate of failure
due to hay cutting.

During an inventory of the Middle Shuswap in 2013 we identified two occupied sites and
confirmed that breeding was occurring in one location. A total of seven males and at
least five females were counted. One nest was located during the survey and
successfully fledged two young. Brood surveys in July detected several sets of juveniles
indicating that more than one nest had been successful at this site.

Bobolink habitat in the Middle Shuswap is characterized as a heavily managed
agricultural matrix. While most of the valley bottom habitat is active agricultural land,
only a small portion is currently suitable for Bobolink breeding requirements. Even
though habitat configuration may be appropriate for breeding, agricultural practices limit
habitat availability within the breeding season as well as year to year. Identifying and
protecting habitat during breeding season, and mitigating impacts are central to
Bobolink conservation. We have begun work engaging landowners with funding
agencies to help conserve and enhance Bobolink breeding habitat in the Middle
Shuswap. This study will continue in 2014 with the focus shifting more towards habitat
conservation efforts, and continued monitoring of breeding birds.

Biographical notes
Ryan Gill is a wildlife biologist and GIS analyst who has lived in Revelstoke since
2001. Ryan's work for Cooper Beauchesne and Associates Ltd is focused on all

aspects of water licensing requirement projects, environmental impact assessments and
listed species inventories.
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8. A review of the Arrow Lakes Reservoir Fishery and fish population
trends following 15 years of nutrient additions

Steve Arndt, Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program, BC Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations
Steven.Arndt@gov.bc.ca

The recreational fishery on Arrow Lakes Reservoir (ALR) is the second largest in
Region 4, with angler effort typically over 15,000 angler-days and annual harvest in the
range of 8 to 12 tonnes. Bull trout, rainbow trout and kokanee are the main target
species, with a small component of burbot. The Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program (FWCP) annually funds a nutrient restoration project and Hill Creek Spawning
Channel on ALR as compensation for footprint impacts of dams at the outlet and
upstream. Angler surveys have been conducted at select locations as early as 1976,
providing a valuable long term index of angling effort and harvest beginning at dam
construction and extending to 15 years after the start of the nutrient program in 1999.
Angling effort (number of angler-days) and harvest of bull trout and rainbow trout
peaked from 2001 — 2005. During these peak years the condition (weight at length) of
these apex predators was well above the pre-nutrient average, and fish of over 9 kg (20
Ib.) were harvested. More recently, the bull and rainbow trout harvest has decreased to
a lower level (although still above the pre-nutrient years) with few fish over 5 kg.
Kokanee angling was once a major component of the fishery, especially in the lower
basin, however, it has continued to decline since 1999 reaching record low harvests in
2012 and 2013. This presentation will review possible reasons for the inconsistent
response to nutrient additions and summarize the outcome of a data review and
modelling workshop held in July 2013. Reports related to the presentation are available
at:

http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/acat/public/viewReport.do?reportid=37260
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/acat/public/viewReport.do?reportid=42655
http://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/acat/public/viewReport.do?reportld=42669

Biographical notes

Steve is a fisheries biologist with the Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program, and has
provided oversight to the angler survey and Hill Creek Spawning Channel on Arrow
Lakes Reservoir for the last 15 years. He lives in Nelson with his wife Janice and their
two children.
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Posters

9. Fine scale habitat needs may reveal ‘hotspots’ for management:
where exactly do turtles hibernate in the reservoir?

Amy Leeming, Thompson’s River University
amyleeming@hotmail.com

The occurrence of different behavioural tactics within
populations provides a unigue opportunity to study
how and why animals respond to their environment.
Variations in overwintering tactics have been
detected across neighboring groups of Western
Painted Turtles (WPT) occupying a single body of
water (a reservoir in central BC). This population is
near the northernmost distribution of the

PHOTO: Amy Leeming Intermountain — Rocky Mountain population, which is
designated a Species of Special Concern by the
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. The primary objective of
this research is to determine why turtles within the same population are displaying
variation in overwintering tactics. It will also help us learn more about the conditions
Painted Turtles require for overwintering and what their tolerable limits are at the
extreme north of their range. The results of this work will not only help with the
management of this particular population, but will also help us improve our
understanding of the behavioural plasticity of animals.

Biographical notes

Amy Leeming is a graduate student in the Masters of Science in Environmental Science
Program at Thompson Rivers University. She is currently at Biologist in Training with
the Association of Professional Biologists and has worked with government and
industry, and plans to work as a Wildlife Biologist in the Kootenays.
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10. Floating nest platforms buoy up common loon nesting success
INn reservoirs

Mandy Kellner, Kingbird Biological Consultants Ltd.
mandy.kellner@gmail.com

Common Loons (Gavia immer) are large,
piscivorous birds that nest on the shoreline
of lakes, immediately adjacent to the water.
At Whatshan Reservoir in southeastern
British Columbia, construction of a dam
and flooding of original wetland and
riparian habitats has likely led to the
reduction of suitable nesting habitat.
Further affecting the productivity of loons at
Whatshan, are disturbance from human
A floating platform, with a loon nest made of dry grass development and recreation on the
visible on the left side. PHOTO: Mandy Kellner reservoir’ and the f|00ding of nests through
reservoir operations. Floating nest platforms have been used successfully to increase
loon reproductive success in other lakes and reservoirs, and could help mitigate
negative impacts of reservoir operations and encourage the loons to nest away from
areas prone to human disturbance. In response to a low rate of reproductive success
and very late hatch dates documented during previous work, we installed five floating
artificial nest platforms in 2011. The platforms were planted with graminoids, emergent
plants, and shrubs, which grew vigorously and by mid-summer, they were vegetated
enough to appear as riparian habitat, adding diversity to the reservoir and potentially
offering resting, foraging, or cover habitats to wildlife. No loons nested on the platforms
in their year of instalment.

Monitoring for use by loons continued through 2012 and 2013. Monitoring of the
platforms also included documenting their durability and assessing anchor systems, and
has led to recommendations for future installations. Unusually low water levels in 2012
meant that platforms were not accessible during the start of the nesting period.
Nevertheless, after the reservoir filled, one of the platforms was used by loons for
nesting, although this nest was not successful. In 2013, use of the platforms by loons
increased dramatically, with three of four nesting pairs using artificial platforms. Two of
these pairs successfully nested and raised young. Perhaps equally as important, the
successful young were hatched around June 12 and June 24, much earlier than hatch
dates of successful nests in the past. We expect increased use of the platforms in
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subsequent years, with obvious benefits to nesting success of this iconic species.
Funding for this project is from FWCP-Columbia.

Biographical notes

Mandy Kellner has been conducting wildlife research for almost 20 years on a range of
species. Her work includes inventory, habitat use studies, identification of important
habitat features, and habitat enhancement. This is her first project on Loons, and she is
thrilled to see a local project move through problem identification, development of
practical solutions, implementation, and success.
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11. Using passive acoustic monitoring to confirm presence of bat
species in the Nakimu Cave System, Glacier National Park, British
Columbia — Interim results

Sarah Boyle Mount Revelstoke and Glacier National Parks
sarah.boyle@pc.gc.ca

Co-author: and Mandy Kellner,Kingbird Biological Consultants
mandy.kellner@gmail.com

In efforts to understand bat use, including species
presence and timing of the Nakimu cave system,
long-term passive acoustic monitors were installed
at eight cave entrances. Over two months in late
summer, four SM2Bat Songmeters (Wildlife
Acoustics, USA) sampled 30 minutes on 30
minutes off from sunset to sunrise, and four
AnaBat Roostloggers (Titley Scientific, USA)
sampled nightly for 4 minutes and 40 seconds on,

20 seconds off. Eight HOBO U23 Pro v2

Parks Canada employee Silas Patterson - L
and a bat detector set-up. Detectors were | | emperature/Relative Humidity data loggers

often hung from rocks to protect them from (Onset Computer Corporation, USA) were

packrats.

deployed, taking readings every hour. No guano
or roosting bats were detected during field visits, likely due to frequent flushing of cave
floors by water, supporting 30 years of anecdotal evidence that bats were not present
within the cave system. Interim acoustic results retrieved in September 2013 were
analyzed using Kaleidescope Pro version 1.1.22 2013 (Wildlife Acoustics, USA) and the
automated classifier ‘Bats of North America 1.0.4’. Bats were recorded on five of the
eight detectors, at four of eight cave entrances. A total of 19,834 passes were recorded
at all sites from July 31 to September 19, 2013, where activity peaked August 18-19 and
September 10-14. The number of passes per night, per detector, ranged from 1 — 1482.
Preliminary results suggest that most bat passes are the SAR endangered Myotis
lucifugus (Little Brown Myotis). To positively confirm the presence of other Myotis
species, comparison should be made with regionally-specific samples of calls from
known species, or preferably, through capture and positive identification in-hand,
highlighting the need for mist netting in the future. While relatively little activity was
recorded within the cave entrances where acoustic units were placed, there is evidence
that swarming does occur, suggesting that bats are accessing caves via alternate
entrances and that the cave area plays an important role as a swarming site and
possible hibernacula. Parks Canada will continue this research through October 2014.
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Biological Notes

Sarah Boyle moved to Revelstoke in 2009 from the East Kootenays to work as an
ecologist for Parks Canada. She has a Masters of Science in Environmental
Management from Royal Roads University, and has been a registered professional
biologist in Alberta since 2002. Sarah has worked internationally in both the United
States and South America with not-for profit agencies, has worked in the Alberta oil and
gas industry as an environmental adviser and environmental compliance auditor. In
2004 she started her career with Parks Canada in the polar bear capital of the world —
Churchill, Manitoba — and has since made her way south. Sarah sits as a board
member of the Revelstoke Caribou Rearing in the Wild Society, and with the Columbia
Mountains Institute.

Mandy Kellner — see biological notes on 16
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12. Experimentally reducing predator-mediated apparent
competition: theory and conservation

Dr. Robert Serrouya, Columbia Mountains Caribou Research Project and Alberta
Biodiversity Monitoring Institute, Director of the Caribou Monitoring Unit
serrouya@ualberta.ca

No summary available. Contact Robert for further information.

Biographical notes
See page 3
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Field trips

13. Harvesting with a Biodiversity Emphasis

Kevin Bollefer, Revelstoke Community Forest Corporation
kevin@rcfc.bc.ca
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Participants left Revelstoke and headed north approximately 30
minutes along Lake Revelstoke to the Revelstoke Community
Forest Corporation’s Tree Farm License to examine a number of harvested blocks up
the Key Road. The blocks have been harvested with biodiversity, wildlife and visuals
objectives in mind as well as timber. Participants observed that some areas had a
beautiful park like setting while others had gorgeous views of the Lake and surrounding
mountains. Forest harvesting can meet many different objectives at the same time but
require certain site requirements. This was discussed as well as other challenges with
this type of harvesting. On the way back to Revelstoke, the group were lucky enough to
see a few caribou!
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14. Birding, bird-banding and turtle telemetry in Revelstoke Wetlands

Michal Pavlik, Cooper Beauchesne and Associates Ltd
mpavlik@cooperbeauchesne.com

Amy Leeming, Thompson Rivers University
amyleeming@hotmail.commailto:waynem@vws.org

This field trip took place near Montana Bay and the “Airport
Marsh” area for some birding and research method
demonstrations. With the aid of a mist net, the group was able
to capture and band some birds (despite the wind!).
Additionally, information on where turtles have emerged from
their overwintering sites (as well as some spring nesting sites)
was shared. Participants were able to partake in a telemetry
demonstration for turtles in the area, and some general bird
identification took place.

Amy Leeming showing people turtle shell markers. PHOTO: Harry Van Oorte
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15. Revelstoke Wetlands: Past, present future

northcolumbia
environmental society

‘ The North Columbia Environmental Society and Partners
ag y

ncesociety@agmail.com

This was a community event to raise public
awareness of wetlands in the Revelstoke
area — participants from the CMI Researchers
Forum were invited to attend in the evening
after the other field trips were complete. This
event shed light on the beauty and ecological
value of Revelstoke’s “airport marsh” how it
was created, current developments and the
potential outcome of future decisions.
Presentations will included a historical
| PHOTO: Alex Copper | perspective (Revelstoke Museum and
Archives), and a variety of ecological
presentations from biologists who have worked in the area. Also included in this social
event was local art celebrating the area. (A presentation addressing development
potential of the area by the Chamber of Commerce and a proposed airport expansion
project were cancelled at the last minute.) This event took place at the Revelstoke
Visual Arts Centre.
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